
Staff Student Liaison Committee (SSLC) meetings 
 

SCHOOL OF NURSING, MIDWIFERY AND SOCIAL WORK 
 
What are the usual meeting dates of SSLCs? 
(eg September, January and April each year) 
 

Currently once a month, but looking to reduce 
the frequency  

How many staff members are generally present 
at SSLC meetings? 
 

Three or four, usually administrative staff. 
Academic staff are invited but rarely attend.  

What are the roles of the staff present? 
 
 

Secretary of the meeting, and to look into 
student issues raised and if appropriate pass 
the issue on to another suitable member of 
staff 

How it is decided which staff members sit on 
the SSLC? 
 

Programme directors and branch leaders are 
invited, and anyone who attends is welcome. 
So few turn up that students have never 
wanted to select who can and cannot attend 

Who chairs the meetings? 
 

Ideally a student, but if no student is willing to 
chair then the secretary (Janet Ellis or Marion 
Dakers) 

Who organises the agenda? 
 

Janet Ellis / Marion Dakers (Student Support 
Office). Students and staff can request an 
agenda item to be added 

What information (if any) is there on the School 
website or BlackBoard regarding student 
representation? 

Minutes are up on Blackboard, and there are 
plans to set up student rep info sheets on 
Blackboard but at the moment  we are unsure 
on getting permission for their photographs to 
be shown 

If there is information on the website, which 
section of the site does it appear on? 
 

‘Student Representation’ file on Blackboard 

What other committees do programme reps sit 
on (e.g. school boards, library committees, 
etc.) and what are the approximate dates of 
these meetings? 

Monthly programme committees, and 
occasionally other ad hoc meetings, e.g. the 
five year review meetings, focus groups 

How are programme reps chosen to sit on 
other committees? 
 

They volunteer 

How are programme rep elections publicised to 
students within the School? 
 

As widely as possible – via e-mail, Blackboard, 
shout-outs in lectures, flyers… We still have a 
problem with getting people to vote, though 

What is the procedure, including timeframe, by 
which course reps are elected, if there is 
competition for places? 
 

Reps are only elected in an existing rep drops 
out, due to the difficulty of getting students 
enthusiastic about voting / standing for 
election. Elections used to be done in lectures, 
but we are piloting online elections to 
overcome the difficulty of students being out on 
placement and therefore never in the same 
room together 

How many candidates does the School usually 
have for each position in the programme rep 
elections? 

At the last election, 7 candidates stood for 3 
places. But candidates frequently stand 
unopposed, and no-one has ever come forward 
to challenge a rep; once they have been 
elected, they tend to stay in post until they 
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graduate. 
  
 
Marion Dakers 
Marion.dakers@manchester.ac.uk  
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